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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE









Contact:  (Your info here)

DID YOU KNOW THERE IS LEAD IN SOME CANDY FROM MEXICO?

(Your Location), CA (Date) – Traces of lead have been found in some candy and its packaging imported from Mexico.  Many of these candies contain chili or tamarind whose raw materials may be contaminated.  Consumers should take precaution when choosing Mexican candy, particularly if it is to be eaten by children.  

The California Attorney General’s Office has compiled information that indicates certain candy made in Mexico with significant amounts of chili powder, such as lollipops coated with chili and powdery mixtures of salt, lemon flavor and chili seasoning, may contain higher lead levels than other types of candy.   In addition, lead has been found in some of the candy wrappers and clay pots that the Mexican candy comes in.
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LEAD IN MEXICAN CANDY

2-2-2-2

Lead poisoning is the most common environmental illness in California children and at the same time is completely preventable.  Children under six years of age and fetuses are at greatest risk of lead poisoning because their brains and nervous systems are still forming.
The only way to determine if your child is suffering from lead poisoning is to take a blood test specifically for lead.  Generally, children are tested at ages 1 and 2 during a regular doctor’s visit.  Most children who have lead poisoning do not look or act sick.  Symptoms may seem like many childhood complains, such as stomachache, crankiness, headaches or loss of appetite.  

(YOUR ORGANIZATION’S INFO AND WHAT CONSUMERS SHOULD DO LOCALLY HERE)

Funding is provided by the Public Health Trust, a program of the Public Health Institute, through a defendant’s settlement of a complaint brought by the State of California.
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